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ltalian post-war architecture is currently of renewed interst and holds
a strong influence on contemporary European architecture.

This specific post-war architecture is also particularly interesting from
a restoration perspective, questioning conventional strategies for
conservation of modernist architecture.

Another modernism will present and discuss the legacy of ltalian post-
war architecture in terms of restoration practice, theory and influence
on contemporary architecture.

Abstract The Italian post-war architecture distinguished itself

—  fromthe more programmatic international modern-
ism and express a formally complex and historically
coloured modernist architecture. This architecture
has its roots in both the ‘30s ideological rationalism,
historic architecture and rural building tradition.
While clearly modernist this architecture is elabo-
rated and complex, including both experimental
geometry and unconventional use of building
materials and construction techniques.
A current interest in this specific Italian post-war
architecture, as an influence to contemporary archi-
tectural practices throughout Europe, is paralleled
by a discussion on how to value and restore this
cultural heritage today. How are these buildings,
closely connected to the political movements of the
post-war era, revalued, restored and re-assessed?
The discourse spans questions on how to relate to
the social program and the political values these
buildings embrace and questions on how to
critically value complex agents as imperfectness,
ageing, decay and patina - the very contradictions
of modernism - in terms of restoration strategies.
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